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Sample Outline of Paper
I. Introduction

A. Do papers we write involve reflection on written texts?

B. Reflection on written texts

1. Judgments

2. Interpretation

C. Critical writing depends on critical reading.

II. What is critical reading?

A. Judgments on how a text is argued

B. Don’t read only for information

C. Look for ways of thinking about the subject

1. How does this text work?

2. How is it argued?

3. How is the evidence used?

4. How does the text reach its conclusions?

III. How do I read looking for ways of thinking?

A. Determine central claims or purpose (thesis)

B. Make judgments about context, audience

C. Distinguish kinds of reasoning

D. How is text organized?

E. Examine the evidence

F. Involve evaluation

IV. Some practical tips

A. Begin by skimming

1. Introductions

2. Conclusions

B. Highlight arguments
1. Look for large patterns

2. Opening sentences of paragraphs can be important

C. Pay attention to context

D. Introduce quotations by laying out judgments you are making

E. Reading skills are also listening skills
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First Sample Outline of Paragraph

I. Introduction

A. What are the keys to being an effective reader and writer?

B. The keys involve

1. Looking for ways of critical thinking

2. Some practical tips for critical reading

II. Looking for ways of critical thinking

A. Determine central claims or purpose (thesis)

B. Make judgments about context, audience

C. Distinguish kinds of reasoning

D. How is text organized?

E. Examine the evidence

F. Involve evaluation

III. Practical tips for critical reading

A. Begin by skimming

1. Introductions

2. Conclusions

B. Highlight arguments
1. Look for large patterns

2. Opening sentences of paragraphs can be important

C. Pay attention to context

D. Introduce quotations by laying out judgments you are making

E. Reading skills are also listening skills

IV. Conclusion

A. The keys to being an effective reader and writer involve looking for ways of critical thinking and some practical tips for critical reading.
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Second Sample Outline of Paragraph

I. Introduction

A. What are the keys to being an effective reader and writer?
B. The keys include some practical tips for critical reading.
II. Begin by skimming

A. Introductions

B. Conclusions
III. Highlight arguments
A. Look for large patterns

B. Opening sentences of paragraphs can be important
IV. Pay attention to context
V. Introduce quotations by laying out judgments you are making
VI. Reading skills are also listening skills

VII.  Conclusion

A. The keys for critical reading involve some practical tips.
Television and Children’s Violence

I. Introduction

A. Does television cause violence?

1. Brief mention of previous areas of research

2. Identify causation dilemma

B. Present studies on both sides

1. Some studies are “for”

2. Some studies are “against”

C. After weighing evidence it appears that TV does not cause violence

II. Research “For”

A. First study “for”

1. Method

2. Results

3. Analysis of  their conclusions

a. Insufficient sample size

b. But representative sample

B. Second study “for”

1. Method

2. Results

3. Analysis of  their conclusions

a. Faulty instructions

b. Poor control group

III. Research “Against”

A. First study “against”

1. Method

2. Results

3. Analysis of their conclusions

a. Perfect controls

b. No unwarranted generalizations

B. Second study “against”

1. Method

2. Results

3. Analysis of their conclusions

a. Large sample size

b. Real world setting

c. But typical problems with external validity

IV . Conclusion

A. Studies “for” all have poor methodology

B. Studies “against” all have good methodology

C. Research doesn’t support that TV causes violence

D. More research needed.

